Bournemouth and District Table Tennis Association

COACHING OFFICER’S REPORT to the MEMBERSHIP 2011

Junior BDTTA Coaching at Portchester School
Saturday Coaching continues to be popular with keen juniors, as well as ‘new’ players entering the game. Sessions during the summer term are taking place monthly, with blocks of ten sessions for beginners and intermediate players recommencing in September. Session charges are £3. A number of these players are now moving into local clubs.
Adult BDTTA Coaching at Portchester School

Since January 2011, monthly coaching sessions for adults have taken place on Saturdays at Portchester School between 10 and 12pm.  These attract between 15 – 20 adults. Attendees are made up of parents, whose children are attending the Junior Coaching, League members and also members of local U3A groups. Sessions are charged at £3.

(A recent grant obtained by the League has been used to sustain this project)

Regional Training on Thursday Evenings at Portchester School

Under the guidance of both Paul Whiting (South West Regional Coach) and Alison Broe, (South Regional Coach) these weekly sessions continue to be beneficial to our local young players keen to maximise their potential.  On Thursday evenings two sessions take place: - a development session between 5:30 and 7pm. This is aimed at young players keen to take their game up to the next level. Each player is required to attend regularly and train enthusiastically. This is followed by a High Potential Session between 7 and 9pm for the more advanced players.  The local coaching team working alongside Paul and Alison comprise of Mike Smith, Jo Kuzu, Steve Foster, Rowden Fullen, Matt Rogers and James Lewis 

Rowden Fullen

Rowden continues to coach a number of national and international players who seek him out. On Saturday afternoons at Bournemouth Sports, a number of these players come together to train in preparation for up and coming tournaments. He also continues to offer himself and his wisdom to a large number of Bournemouth coaches.

Club Coaching
With the increased number of coaches, opportunities to be coached at club level are growing. At Bournemouth Sports, regular junior coaching sessions take place on Thursday afternoons and Saturday mornings. Merton holds junior sessions on Friday evenings and at New Milton’s new Arnewood School Venue, coaching takes place on Tuesday evenings.  Adult coaching is also becoming more widely available for small groups or on a one to one basis. This term, at Portchester TTC, Jo Kuzu led an eight week course, specifically for adults. This new opportunity was taken up by a number of Bournemouth league players. 
ETTA Employees

Three members of the Bournemouth League are now working for the ETTA - Shaun Newcomb as South & South East Regional Disability Officer, and Jo Kuzu and James Lewis as Community Support and Coaching Officers. (affiliated to Portchester and Townsend Community Table Tennis Club)

Coaching in Schools

Alongside Jo Kuzu and James Lewis, Mike Smith, David Hughes, Steve Foster, Julie Smillie, Alan Gordon, BrianVibert, Shaun Newcomb, Ian Mashford, Rob Serle, Michael Robertson, Patrick Hurley and Gerard Redman have also been involved in school coaching.  In total, more than 15 schools and well over 1000 pupils have come into contact with Bournemouth coaches.

 Bournemouth Disability After School Club

This ‘new’ club commenced in May.  Glenmoor School have kindly made their facilities available for no charge. At present 6 -8 youngsters attend these sessions on a Tuesday afternoon between 3 and 5pm.  These pupils are from Linwood, Bishop of Winchester and Glenmoor School.  Some of these pupils have been invited to the UK Games taking place up in Sheffield in September.  It is hoped a number of these players will also participate in the Special Olympics Tournament taking place at Portchester School in October. Volunteers are always welcome on Tuesdays. Please drop me a line if you are interested. 
Coaching financial figures for 2010 -2011 –please see attached sheet. 
Coaches 
New UKCC Level 2 Coaches:  Jo Kuzu, Steve Foster, Julie Smillie, David Hughes, Michael Robertson and James Lewis 
(These above courses were funded by a local grant attained by the BDTTA)
New UKCC Level 1 Coaches: Oscar Harker, Andrew Daish and Hannah Hicks
Continuing Professional Development Sessions for coaches have taken place throughout the year delivered by Rowden Fullen and Paul Whiting.
_________________________________________________________________________________

From the above reports, one can see that coaching in Bournemouth continues to develop and flourish.  This largely stems from the number of willing coaches who give up their time on a regular basis. However; special thanks must also go to Allan Elcock who seems to find a ‘suitable’ grant just when one is needed………

My sincere thanks go to the Committee, Coaches and local clubs for their co-operation and support.

James Lewis (BDTTA Coaching Officer)
