                 Bournemouth and District Table Tennis Association

    GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT to the MEMBERSHIP 2011.

Once again the Committee wishes to thank all BDTTA Officers for their work throughout the playing year, which has produced a satisfactory season for most player members. Work has already started on the format for the next season which, hopefully, will not be as long and as tiring as this one was for many of you.
It would be correct to think that much of the Committee’s time is spent discussing and arranging the league programme and then addressing those problems that have arisen during the on going season. However, the Committee has also involved itself in many other time consuming projects which do not involve league or tournament fixtures. One such involvement is the researching, seeking and applying for funds for the Association’s various coaching schemes and coaching aids. The Committee is indebted to Allan Elcock for his effort in this regard and applauds the successes he has achieved,
The Committee has also been actively promoting the restyling of its website, ensuring that it is not only kept up to date as a vehicle for regularly sending out current information on the league results, averages and tables, but also that it informs the casual reader on other matters concerning our league and its functions and commitments. Our thanks are extended to Melvyn Gregory, Phil Hadley and Malcolm Floyd for all their efforts in this department. The Committee is also grateful to Richard Horn for his advice and expertise.
Two members of the Committee have indicated their wish not to stand for a further year. Alan Gordon has been the Association’s Town Match Secretary for the 2010-11 season and has performed that task admirably well for both the senior divisions and junior divisions alike. Also leaving the Committee, after six years of service, is Brian Theaker. Brian has been suffering from ill health for the best part of this season and feels that he can no longer play his part in the affairs of the Committee as he would wish. The Committee extends its grateful thanks to both members.
The ETTA’s decision to make all players register under the Individual Registration Scheme for the season 2010/11 has been a catalogue of errors from the start, culminating in the issuing of the Audit for Bournemouth with some 58 registered names missing from the list. The need for some form of ETTA direction to Leagues for the forthcoming season, particularly regarding re-registration, is still awaited. Club secretaries can be assured, however, that recently the ETTA have confirmed that all those that played in the our league during the last season have been identified and included in the final Bournemouth Audit. Club Secretaries will be advised on the procedure to be adopted for registration and payment to the ETTA for the 2011-12 season, early in August.
Finally, the league has had to say a fond farewell to one of its loyal supporters. Deryk Thrower, who died in August of last year, was not only a Merton man through and through but spent many years representing the Association in the annual Town Match competitions. This gentleman of table tennis will be much missed by those that were privileged to have known him.
                                                                                             Gordon White. June 2011. 

